Factor VIII-related antigen levels in normal pregnancy and puerperium.
The changes in serum Factor VIII-related antigen (Factor VIII RAg) levels in normal pregnancy and puerperium in Chinese women were studied by the Laurell 'rocket' immunoelectrophoresis. At 6 wk of gestation, the serum Factor VIII RAg levels were already higher than those of non-pregnant women and gradually increased through term pregnancy. Parturition did not have immediate effects on the circulating levels of Factor VIII RAg. The levels of Factor VIII RAg observed during labour and days 1-5 postpartum were similar to those of term pregnancy. By the 6th wk postpartum, the serum Factor VIII RAg declined to basal levels, similar to those of non-pregnant control samples.